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Montessori of Macon’s Mission
“To Educate the Whole Child for a Whole World.”

By the whole child, we mean the social, emotional, 
physical, spiritual and intellectual aspects of being 
human.  By nurturing the wholeness of our children 
and fostering respect for each other, nature and 
community we prepare them for a life of continued 
joy that will contribute positively to a whole world.

Upper Elementary students building molecules.
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Save the Date!
Session 2 is filled with many fun activities!  
Mark the following dates on your calendar:

  Oct. 3 - Spirit Night
  Oct. 5 - Parent Breakfast
  Oct. 13 - Gardening Work-day
  Oct. 20 - Culture Fest
  Nov. 7 - Spirit Night
  Dec. 6 - Winter Performance
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 Welcome to the first MOM newsletter of the 2018/19 school year!  This newsletter is published once a 
session to give you a glimpse into each of our seven Montessori of Macon classrooms.  We are delighted to have 
your family as part of our MOM community!
 What a wonderful first session of school!  As you will see in the enclosed articles from our teachers, these 
nine weeks have been very productive.  The end of the first nine-weeks is marked with evidence of children, new 
and returning, settling into the routines of the classroom.  The consistency of these routines is what allows children 
to feel safe and secure in their environment and is essential for learning to take place.
 The Montessori of Macon community held our Annual General Meeting on August 30th to distribute 
the annual report, conduct the Board of Directors' election and to share areas of focus for the current school year.  
Based on feedback from previous years, we had a new format for the meeting.  If you haven’t already, please take a 
few minutes to give us your feedback about the AGM at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MOMAGM2018. 
 If you were not able to attend the meeting, I would like to share with you a little bit about our areas of 
focus for the 2018/19 school year.
•	 Re-accreditation:  We will continue work on the self-study process to gain re-accreditation with the American 

Montessori Society (AMS) and AdvancEd.  The self-study report will be submitted to AMS by July 1, 2019.
•	 MOM Scope and Sequence:  The MOM staff will continue to refine and ensure all areas of the curriculum are 

connected, both across and throughout all levels of our school.
•	 Capital Campaign:  The modular buildings were instrumental in allowing us to move on this land in a quick 

time frame, however they were never intended to be permanent.  The Board of Directors is working to identify 
the next building to be constructed and to kick-off a 3-year capital campaign this school year.

•	 Transparent Classroom:  Transparent Classroom is a web based, Montessori tool that will allow for greater 
communication between teachers and parents about your child’s work and progress in the classroom.  In 
addition, this tool will allow MOM to have a centralized, electronic record keeping system.  During the second 
session, parents will receive access to photos of your child’s work as well as access to some of the administrative 
options Transparent Classroom provides.  During the third session, parents in primary through middle school 
will also be able to see their child’s progress through the curriculum.  We will have much more information to 
share next session about this exciting new online tool!

 The entire staff at Montessori of Macon is grateful you have made the choice to enroll your child in our 
classrooms!  Thank you for sharing your beautiful children with all of us and for all of our families joining together 
to form this MOM community.  Enjoy your fall break and we can’t wait to see you on October 1st!

by Michele Scott

From the Head of School 

Examples of what you might see in transparent classroom:

Michael, Ava and Xavier working with the Geological timeline. An example of student progress.
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A Glimpse at Session 1

Omer ....pizza service.

Michael preparing fruit kabobs. Annie & Everett on a rainy day. Ana observing caterpillars. 

Judith, Rowan and Henry Phillips and Cayden enjoying books on the patio.

Isla enjoying corn on the cob. Jasmine & Finn reading a book. 
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Henry watering the plants on the patio.

 The beginning of the school year always starts 
with lots and lots of practical life activities.  Practical 
life work focuses on care of self, care of environment, 
control of movement and grace and courtesy.  These 
four areas are the foundation of an authentic Montessori 
toddler classroom.  If you are unfamiliar with the toddler 
classroom you may be wondering, “What are practical 
life activities and why are they so important?”  Practical 
life activities resemble everyday purposeful tasks.  For 
students, this work builds fine motor skills and give them 
a sense of accomplishment while fostering their natural 
need for independence.  This area allows the child to have 
those same real life experiences, while preparing them to 
be successful at mastering a variety of skills.  
 Repetition of practical life activities helps a child 
develop a strong sense of order, increase concentration, 
show more control over their coordination skills, and 
develop independence.  These skills directly impact a 
child’s ability to function daily.  For example, a young child 
that practices the pouring lesson is eventually able to serve 
himself at the snack table and be successful with pouring 
from a pitcher into a glass.  Each task in our classroom is 
designed to continuously build onto something greater.  
This allows the child to feel proud and very confident.  As 
they move into more complex work the concentration, fine 
motor skills and independence learned from practical life 
activities will allow them to flourish.

Bradley getting ready to do the shaving cream work.

Adeline shucking corn.

Brecken washing his snack dish.

Ariah carefully filling a vase.

Toddler 1
Ms. Deidra & Ms. Carla 
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 Toddler 2 had a wonderful start to the year. All the 
children are settling in nicely to their new school, with new 
friends and new routines. They have been working hard on 
practical life skills like taking off their shoes, putting on their 
boots for the playground, wiping up spills, washing their hands 
and so much more!  They are learning to be respectful of others 
and themselves. We are learning to use our walking feet and 
quiet voices in the classroom. The children enjoy interacting 
with each other, the environment and all the work on the 
shelves. They love working outside on the patio and playing on 
the playground. Many of them have started exploring the bikes 
and are starting to try pedalling. 
 The children are learning how to interact with one 
another, respect personal boundaries and take turns. They are 
also practicing patience while waiting a turn with a particular 
work or simply waiting for a turn at the snack table.  Through 
their daily interactions with teachers and students, their 
language skills are growing rapidly! Friendships are blossoming 
and the children are beginning to feel the benefits of a peaceful 
classroom. They love playing in sand and water, painting at the 
easel, cleaning the mirror with shaving cream and gathering for 
circle time. The children love singing and playing instruments. 
We have played a drum, tapped with rhythm sticks and danced 
with scarves. The inclusion of puppets during our circle time 
has been met with enthusiasm and skepticism.  As they are 
becoming more comfortable, their personalities are starting to 
shine. We are enjoying getting to know each and every student.  
Keep waving to our window watchers as you drive by.  They 
love the attention!

Toddler 2
Ms. Moira & Ms. Esther

Jaxon playing in the house.Henry working on a lock puzzle on the patio.Amerson & Coleman watching cars go by.

Maddie working with bug magnets on the patio.

Clara lost her boots!
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 The Montessori Method focuses on and fosters 
children's independence in a unique way from other 
education models.   I have been a Montessori teacher 
for the past 11 years, and sometimes I wonder, does it 
really matter whether a 3-year-old can put on his own 
shoes, or whether a 5-year-old can tie his shoelaces? 
We know they will eventually master all these skills, 
regardless of the school environment they attend. I still 
remember visiting my son’s first Montessori school and 
being concerned that my 3-year-old “baby” wouldn’t 
ever be able to fit into this group of children who acted 
so mature and independent.
 What is it about a Montessori primary 
classroom that allows young children to learn this 
independence?
 According to Dr. Montessori, “We must help 
them to learn how to walk without assistance, to run, to 
go up and down stairs, to pick up fallen objects, to dress 
and undress, to wash themselves, to express their needs in 
a way that is clearly understood, and to attempt to satisfy 
their desires through their own efforts.  All this is part of 
an education for independence.”
 When a child feels a sense of independence, 
power struggles decrease. A child who feels capable is a 
child who develops self-confidence.  In our classroom 
environment, we have the advantage of connecting 
any learning concept to something truly purposeful.  
Children love to be included in real work with real 
challenges; it helps them be motivated. 
 Because we know independence is vitally 
important, we spend a large part of our first session 
fostering it. Our first year students spent every day 

L.E. learning sounds with the sand paper letters 
and objects.

Ms. Paula giving Beau a lesson on the 
button frame.

Primary 1
Ms. Paula & Ms. Whitney

receiving individual lessons, from simple tasks like 
pouring rice, moving into more complicated tasks like 
how to prepare their own snack, how to dress themselves 
using dressing frames that teach buttoning, zipping, etc.; 
how to wash a table, water plants, set a table for lunch, and 
load and unload a dishwasher.  We know all these skills 
build slowly: one simple step at a time. Our second and 
third year students were excited to return to the classroom 
as role models. They were happy to reconnect with their 
peers. It makes them feel important to help guide the new 
children into their own paths to independence. 
 We started the session with some basic 
geography and science lessons, such as earth models, 
oceans, continents, and classes of vertebrates. After these 
preliminary lessons, we moved into deeper conversations 
about North America’s political and biome maps.  We 
talked about the human body and the senses. And we 
connect these lessons in our weekly yoga practice.  The 
outside environment is an extension of our classroom.  
After the summer break, there was a lot to do in the 
garden, and the children have done an amazing job 
resetting their individual raised beds. 
 I am amazed at the progress each child has made 
as they transition into a longer uninterrupted work cycle. I 
look forward to an exciting school year!

Owen helping Mike put on his shoes.
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 Upon anticipation of the first session of the school 
year, the classroom environment is carefully prepared. 
Materials are placed with care and purpose, and the 
curriculum is thoughtfully planned. The night before 
school starts is, and always will remain, a night filled with 
anxious excitement. Now, as we wrap up the first session, 
I have a deeper understanding of the children’s interests 
and personalities. I feel a great sense of ease knowing our 
classroom community is made up of children who have 
shown amazing progress in mastering independence and 
maintaining a peaceful environment. 
 Along with becoming acclimated to the basic 
classroom routines we had a great deal of fun learning about 
our bodies and how we experience the world around us 
through our senses. We have explored different materials 
that expose the children to basic geography and our place in 
the physical and cultural world. We experimented with color 
mixing and ocean zones in a jar for our science lessons. The 
children learned some new cooking skills by preparing their 
own snacks. We even learned some basic sign language, new 
songs, poetry and rhythm stick activities.  
 Not only are materials flying off of the shelves, 
but the children are becoming more confident in their 
daily choices and are really enjoying being able to work 
and socialize with new and old friends. The children are 
practicing making constructive choices for themselves and 
are enjoying being recognized as a role model for their peers.
 Maria Montessori once wrote, “The secret of success 
[in education] is found to lie in the right use of imagination 
in awakening interest, and the stimulation of seeds of interest 
already sown.”  It has been a wonderful first session of 
awakening and nurturing the interests of each of your 
children and we look forward to continuing to grow together. 

Ms. Caitlin giving a lesson on ocean zones.

Primary 2
Ms. Caitlin & Ms. Sam

Makayla observing Annie work with 
water colors.

Quinton brushing his teeth after lunch.

Jillian spreading peanut butter. Aidin working with the map of continents.
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 Maria Montessori said “Let us give the child a 
vision of the whole Universe . . . for all things are part of 
the universe and are connected with each other to form one 
whole unity.”
 From ancient times, humans have understood 
the importance of our sun to life on Earth. Without 
its warmth and light, they were helpless. Our earliest 
ancestors watched the skies and noticed the patterns 
of movement of the sun, the moon, planets and stars. 
They wondered how it all came to be. They told stories 
explaining the origins of our universe. Creation stories 
are very important in every culture and world religion. 
We enjoy learning about these stories as a way of 
understanding the traditions of people all over the world. 
 In lower elementary, one of the highlights of the 
beginning of a new school year is the presentation of 
The First Great Lesson: The Story of the Universe. This 
dramatic presentation of what scientists have been able to 
learn about the beginnings of our Universe, our Sun and 
our home, Earth, is meant to spark curiosity and inspire 
students to want to know more. Like the other great 
lessons of lower elementary (there are five), it provides a 
starting point for a wide range of diverse studies.
 The obvious lessons are those teaching about 
Astronomy concepts: the Solar System, constellation, etc. 
We learn that the sun is the source of energy for life on 
Earth and that leads us to focus on the way plants use 

The third year students presenting the First Great Lesson.

          Lower Elementary
Ms. Gyni & Ms. Katherine

the sun’s energy to make food that supports animal 
life. We discover that nuclear reactions inside the sun 
build atoms into new elements and that leads us to look 
at atoms as the building blocks of matter and then to 
explore the elements of the periodic table.
 We learn about the composition of our planet 
Earth: that it has a solid core and a molten mantle 
under its crust. That leads us to discuss the magnetic 
qualities of the poles. We discover the movement 
of tectonic plates and their part in the formation of 
mountains and other geologic features.
 We examine the parts of a volcano and the 
types of rock that come from lava as an introduction to 
looking at the many types of rocks, crystals and gems 
found on Earth. Discussions of the rotation and tilt 
of the earth and its movement around the sun lead to 
lessons about the seasons, telling time, and the calendar 
and holidays.
 The culmination of the First Great Lesson is the 
formation of the oceans and the beginning of the water 
cycle. It ends with a statement that sets the stage for the 
Second Great Lesson:  “Now, the earth was ready for 
life!” 
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 Children’s independence is a hallmark of the 
Montessori Method. Maria Montessori wrote: “Never 
help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed.” 
Dr. Montessori believed strongly that unneeded help 
deprives the child of learning opportunities. Every time 
unnecessary aid is given, the child is prevented in some 
small way from interacting with the environment and 
gaining necessary experience. Therefore, Montessori 
teachers are trained to observe the children closely and 
to step in only when truly necessary. This can be one of 
the hardest parts of our work because it is very tempting 
to step in and fix things! For this reason, Montessori 
classrooms also purposefully limit the number of adults 
present in the environment. Modern research supports 
Dr. Montessori’s ideas, finding that children who are 
given freedom to play independently show increased 
emotional regulation and inhibitory control years later. 
When children are given time, space, and appropriate 
freedoms, they realize they are competent problem-
solvers with every reason to have confidence in their 
own abilities. 
 Of course, independence takes on different 
forms at different levels. In early childhood, 
independence may mean that children tie their own 
shoes or put on their own coats. As children get older, 
they can take on new, more complicated tasks. In our 
classroom, they prepare their own snack every day, 

Emerson giving Keller a lesson on fractions prompted by 
his desire to learn.

Upper Elementary students on their field trip to the Fernbank Museum.

          Upper Elementary
   Ms. Kerry & Ms. Cora

independently run class meetings, and help maintain 
the environment by doing chores. For elementary-age 
children, Dr. Montessori also emphasized the need 
to gain independence by leaving the classroom and 
interacting with the wider community. Therefore, an 
authentic Montessori elementary environment helps 
students gain these necessary skills through a "Going 
Out" program. A "Going Out" program consists of 
carefully planned, student-led excursions into nature and 
the community. These may be trips to the library, natural 
areas, local museums, and historical sites. Because the 
goal of these excursions is to support students’ learning 
and independence, the adult presence is limited, and the 
focus is on students’ role in planning and executing the 
trip. Dr. Montessori described these goals, writing: “Let 
the teacher not lose sight of the fact that the goal sought 
is not an immediate one - not the hike - but rather to 
make the spiritual being which she is educating capable 
of finding his way by himself.” Children learn to find 
their way when we encourage student ownership of the 
process at every step. For example, students may call to 
arrange the trip, figure out the costs of the excursion, 
and independently plan the schedule of the day. These 
practical life skills, along with the resulting  increase in 
self-confidence, help children develop into competent, 
successful, and self-confident individuals. 
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Morning meeting

 Wednesday is my favorite day of the week. While 
the students are busy at work – huddled in corners, 
sprawled out on the quiet room couch, hunched over the 
work tables – I get to steal a student away to go for a 
walk with me around the school or to sit by the chickens. 
We talk about whatever is on our minds – our favorite 
animals, philosophy, our dreams, our goals, sports, the 
intricacies of nature. We visit the magic rock, we sit under 
the shade of the trees, and we observe tadpoles swimming 
in a small pool of water in a ditch. This time with each 
student is very precious to me. 
 A Montessori middle school classroom is unique 
in so many ways!  As with all of our MOM classrooms, 
the middle school is designed to meet the needs of 
the “whole child.”  The curriculum is challenging and 
connected across subject areas, to both stretch the 
students’ academic minds and provide a framework 
to store information learned.  The classroom allows 
students to not only flourish academically, but also 
personally and socially.  Every day of the week is a 
special opportunity to strengthen our relationships to 
ourselves, to each other, and to the world around us. 
 During community meetings, time is given for 
acknowledgments and sharing. Here we can show our 
appreciation for one another and keep everyone up to 
date with things we are excited about. 
 Group work assignments give our students 
the opportunity to collaborate on creative projects that 
strengthens their own and others understanding of new 
concepts and exercises their skills of working with others 
in a productive and accountable way. The middle school 
also had the opportunity to present their social world 
projects to Lower Elementary! 
 The students are responsible for the community 
farm, the MOM market, and the pizza business. Students 
divide up and execute tasks to maintain the farm, 
prepare and sell products at the market, and take orders 
and deliver pizza around the school. In addition to 
learning how to manage a farm and run a business, the 
students exercise team work during these productive and 
stimulating tasks. It is amazing to see the students hard 
at work on these jobs each Friday! 
 Personal reflection time is an opportunity to be 
with yourself and your thoughts. In the peaceful silence 
and darkness, we can slow down and become mindful 
of who we are and where we are at.  The students have 
writing activities that promote self-reflection. These 
exercises help us to learn more about ourselves so that 

Aniston, Cole, Maelynn and Ursula presenting their social world project to 
lower elementary students.

              Middle School
Mr. Shelby, Ms. Daniella

 & Ms. Breana
we can bring our best selves to the world we are a part of. 
 We practice assertiveness during our community 
meetings. We use a set of assertiveness activity cards to 
practice communication that is respectful of the needs 
of others and the needs of ourselves. The goals of these 
exercises are to communicate more effectively, to allow 
students to solve conflicts independently, and to create an 
environment based on mutual respect. With these tools 
I believe that we can foster even deeper and productive 
relationships in our class. 
 Our Wednesday walks remind me that being at 
MOM is so much more than a job, it is an opportunity to 
build meaningful relationships with others while practicing 
the best version of ourselves. As we learn together, work 
together, and explore the world together, we will grow 
together. These are memories and experiences that will last 
a lifetime. I truly believe that this is what life is all about. 
 Please feel welcome to observe our classroom or 
to help with our farm or market on Fridays!
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 More Pictures from Session 1 

Olivia showing the layers of the earth.

Alice showing the checkerboard to Mr. Shelby and her parents 
during the scavenger hunt.

Ariah, Isla and Adeline playing music on the patio.Sam slicing strawberries.

Jonathan & Corbin counting the money collected from pizza sales.

Orson working on the patio. Andersen contemplating what to write in 
his journal.

Cambrie painting at the art easel.
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